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A Message from the Executive Director

-Executive Director Jenny Goodemote

What We Stand to Lose 
"Libraries will get you through times of no money better than money will get
you through times of no libraries." 

This quote adorns my office wall at Wood Library, a daily reminder of what's
at stake in our current moment. 

Today, libraries face a perfect storm of challenges. Federal funding cuts to
libraries threaten literacy initiatives, technology access, and professional
development across the nation. The New York State Library received 
$8.1 million in annual federal funding from the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services (IMLS) for everything from administering library construction aid to digital literacy programs
that directly benefit community libraries and the people we serve. 

As the director of Wood Library, I've witnessed the profound ways our community relies on us—ways that
transcend the impressive statistics in this report (83,994 visitors, 169,681 items checked out, 26,302 program
attendees last year). 

Consider the widow who comes to the library to email documents and finds a listening ear. Or, a child
experiencing their first story time. And, the job seeker using our computers who later returns to tell us they
got the job. These moments of personal connection and triumph happen every day at Wood Library. They're
not counted in our budget or tracked in our statistics, but they're arguably our most valuable service. 

With the elimination of IMLS, I fear that it's not just grant programs that will vanish—it's the valuable
opportunities for connection that libraries like ours provide in a world that increasingly lacks them. 

Simultaneously, libraries are experiencing unprecedented attempts to remove books from our shelves.
These challenges mostly target works exploring diverse perspectives and historically marginalized voices—
precisely the books that help us understand one another better. 

When funding disappears and books are removed, it's not just services and materials that vanish—it's a
commitment to intellectual freedom and equal access to information. It's the promise that everyone,
regardless of background or resources, deserves the opportunity to read, learn, and decide for themselves. 

Help us preserve these opportunities. Sign a petition. Contact your representatives. Share your library stories
with others. Most importantly, visit Wood Library and bring others in the community with you. We
appreciate everyone who donates and supports Wood Library. It is a special and essential place because of
you.

In a time when so much divides us, community libraries remain one 
of the few places where everyone is welcome, regardless of background 
or beliefs. That's worth protecting, don't you think?

Library Hours:

Mon-Thurs
9 AM-9 PM

Friday
9 AM-6 PM

Saturday
10 AM-5 PM

Sunday
1-4 PM



Wood Library by the Numbers 2024

83,994 people visited the library

11,693 cardholders

169,681 physical checkouts

59,517 digital downloads

1,032 library programs

26,302 program attendees

8,626 computer sessions

9,288 Wi-Fi check-ins

3,003 reference questions & tech
support

2024 Budgeted Income = $1,275,306 

Community Based Funding
NYS & County Grants
Endowment Income

Fees & Other Income
Donations & Fundraisers

2024 Budgeted Expenses = $1,275,306

Salaries & Wages
Building & Maintenance
Programs & Operations

$796,329
$167,834

$130,891

$104,785
$75,467

Collections
Personnel Benefits

VISION
Wood Library aspires to be at
the heart of the community
where all are welcome to
grow together and build a

sustainable future.

CORE VALUES
Equal and inclusive access
Literacy and learning
Community

MISSION
Wood Library provides a safe

and inclusive environment
where people can spark their

imaginations, satisfy their
curiosity, engage in lifelong

learning, and make
community connections.

1,012 community meetings were
held in library meeting rooms

$920,150

$176,048

$154,500

$13,108 $11,500



Highlights and New Initiatives 2024

Little Free Farm Stand
A place to share fresh

produce, cut flowers, and
starter plants! All items are
donated by local gardeners.

Funded by ROCtheDay
donations.

New Children’s 
Services Librarian

Longtime Children’s Services
Librarian Mary Ferris retired,
and Rachel Brill was hired to

continue the tradition of
quality children’s

programming families love.

Website Update
An updated website was

launched, showcasing library
services and programming
and improving the patron

experience.  

Library Mini Golf 
Close to 400 people played
mini golf in the library and
raised $18,450 for library
programs and services.

Pursapalooza
This popular fundraiser drew
120 people to the library who
purchased countless purses
and jewelry totaling $19,402.

New Adirondack Chairs

Grab a book or hang out with
friends in our new Adirondack

chairs thanks to the Lundy
Garden Fund.

True Crime Expo

True crime enthusiasts
gathered for a full day of
crime talks featuring local
experts, journalists, and

authors.



Firesticks

Borrow a Firestick from Wood
Library to stream your favorite
tv shows, movies and music all
from the comfort of your own

home. 

Sensory Kits

A visual timer, ear defender
headphones, fidgets, blackout
tent, sensory panels, wiggle
cushions, and portable study
carrels were made available
for patron use. Funded by

Library Giving Day donations.

Reading Garden 
Construction started on the

reading garden and RM
Landscaping was named the

general contractor for the
project.

Summer Intern
The Rochester Regional

Library Council funded a grad
school student to assist the

librarians with special
projects over the summer.

Calming Spaces

Cushions, play mats, comfy
chairs, and toys were added

to library spaces with funding
by the RRLC Harold Hacker

Grant.

Black History Month
Display

Canandaigua resident Connie
Fredericks-Malone curated a

unique Cream of Wheat cereal
exhibit featuring Chef Rastus
and discussed the collection.

Adult Art Programs
Weaving, illustration with pen
and ink, and plein air painting
programs were funded by a

NYS Council on the Arts
Finger Lakes Community Arts

Grant.

Eco Ed Programs
Vermicomposting, bugs, bats,
and birds were the topics of

programs made possible with
the Earth Day Grant by the

Genesee Finger Lakes
Chapter of the Air & Waste
Management Association.



"I have always loved
libraries. I love volunteering
at Wood Library. The staff is
so welcoming and friendly. I

love helping the library."
- Nancy Mickiewicz

"I look forward to coming to
do my volunteer hours at the

library. I enjoy interacting
with the staff and other

volunteers. It is a wonderful
place that I am happy to

support."
- Cathy Wood

Kathy Panara is the new
Volunteer Coordinator! 

Volunteers

This year at Wood Library, our volunteer team has been nothing short of extraordinary. With a dedicated
group of 27 individuals from all walks of life—including retirees, individuals of different abilities, National
Honor Society contenders, and community supporters—we’ve seen firsthand how powerful community
spirit can be. Their time, talents, and energy have made it possible for the library to operate efficiently
and stay within our budget, all while expanding the welcoming, inclusive environment we’re known for.

"I've had a life-long
addiction, affinity, and
passion for books and

reading. When it came time
to include volunteerism in
my life, the library was a

natural choice. A very
pleasant and helpful staff

make it easy to be at Wood."
- Marcia Minges

Our volunteers have helped with everything from shelving and program prep to tech
support and event assistance, all contributing to the library’s success. More importantly, 

2,287 Daily Volunteer 
Hours Logged

they’ve brought warmth, enthusiasm, and a deep sense of civic pride into our
space. Their presence fosters a true sense of belonging—for visitors and staff 

alike—and reminds us daily of the power of giving back.

We are so grateful for every person who has chosen to share their time
with us this year. Their participation not only supports our mission, but
strengthens the bonds of our community. We look forward to continuing
this journey together in the year ahead, building an even more vibrant and
connected library for all.



A mural in honor of retired Children's Services Librarian Mary Ferris will be installed 
around a new doorway in the Children’s Room which patrons will pass through to get to 
the Reading Garden. The mural will feature an array of wildlife, insects, and plants. This project was
funded by individual donations.

The Seed Library at Wood Library is a one-stop shop for budding gardeners. Seeds are free and donated
by community members, local businesses, and seed companies. Gardening workshops are planned
throughout the year as part of the Seed Library program. This project was funded by a Mary Clark
Thompson Community Health Grant.

Watch for these new initiatives in 2025!
The Reading Garden at Wood Library will create new opportunities for
outdoor programs, partnerships, learning, relaxation, and play. This project
is funded by many generous donors, and grants from private foundations
and New York State Library Construction Aid.

Leave a legacy. Secure Wood Library’s future.
A planned gift is a simple, powerful way to support Wood Library for generations to come—at no cost to
you today.

Name Wood Library as a beneficiary in your will, trust, retirement plan, or life insurance policy. Some
supporters choose to give through a donor-advised fund or establish a charitable gift annuity that
provides income during their lifetime.

Planned gifts qualify for membership in the Charles A. Loomis Legacy Society, which honors those who
include Wood Library in their estate plans.

Learn more and let us know about your plans by contacting Maria Bucci, Director of Development, at
mbucci@owwl.org or call 585-394-1381 ext 328.

mailto:mbucci@owwl.org
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Illustrator $250-$499
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Robert and Nanette Cownie
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Doug and Marty Daniels
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Eileen Gerace
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Timothy and Julie Macko
Mary Martino
Bill and Pat Mehls
Marcia Minges
Felicia and Robert Morrice
Donald and Marie Oakleaf
Parkinson’s Support Group of 
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Donations to the Annual Fund Drive support library operations not funded by the tax levy.  In 2024, the levy supported just 75%
of the library’s operating budget.  We appreciate these important donations that were received between January 1 and December
31, 2024.
We make every effort to maintain accurate donor records. Please let us know if we have made an error recording your donation.
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Pam Hoyle
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Walter and Diane Jones
Karen Joseph
Nirmal Kapur
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Henry and Pat Maus
Charlotte Mayer-Florian
Mary McCarthy
Richard and Meredith McCaughey
William and Denise McKenzie
Judith McMillan
Marie Merenda
Dave and Pam Metting
Frank Meyer and Siobhan McGuire
Bob and Pat Mincer
Jayne Morga
Sharon Nagle and John Caraluzzo
Catherine Newman
John and Bonnie Norvell
William Notz
Mike and Rhonda Nyerges
Mary Ann O'Brien
Dan and Jo-Ann O'Brien
Frieda O'Hanlon
Diane and Keith Olivet
Joan Onderdonk
Julie O'Neill
Ontario-Yates Rural Letter Carriers
Association
Donna and Harry Patrick
Doug and Karen Pereira

Brian and Dolores Perkins
Claude and Carol Peters
Preston Pierce
Anita and Sal Pietropaolo
Kathy Postma
Jeannie Randall
John Randall and Nancy Norman Randall
Sue Raymond
Henry Reynders
John Robortella
Michael and Linda Roche
Tom and Sandie Rogers
Paul and Nancy Rubery
Sandra Ruff
Ron Russ
Daniel and Mary Ryan
Bryan and Laura Sandler
John and Michelle Scialdone
Ann and David Scoville
Sam and Carol Shama
Tarry Shipley
Carolyn Smith
Nancy and Larry Steele
Donna Strelow
Dorothy Styrcula
Steve and Cheryl Swartout
Eileen Szanyi
Michael and Laura Tantillo
Ray Teeter
Andrew and Renee Thomas
Earl and Olivia Thomas
John and Pam Thompson
Beulah Tiebout
Marcia and James Torpey
Jean Trost
Lynn and Diane Tucker
Victoria Tucker
Keith and Sue Turner
Harry and Gretchen Updyke/Kesel
Valley Garden Club
Tom and Cheryl Vis
Patricia Vitalone
Nancy and Robert Walsh
Richard and Nancy Walters
Lisa Wemett
Jill Werth and Chris Schubert 
Deborah Wilbur
Linda Witzel
Bill and Valerie Yust
Robert and Nicholette Zimmerman

Proofreader $50-$99
Neal and Tracy Allen
John Anderson
Cynthia Andrews
Susan Andrews
Anonymous
Tara and Robert Babcock
Susan Bauer
Jeanne and Robert Beck

Janet Fleishman
Virginia Bedard
Joseph and Teresa Berley
Dennis Bowler
Marilyn Brindisi
Gene and Kammie Brunswick
Susan and Ed Carman
Marilyn Carr
Janice Case
Joseph and Ethel Charlton
Frederick and Eileen Cole
Sue Colf
Kathe Coyle
Richard and Mary Erhardt
Susan Ferraglio-Genecco
Steven and Gloria Foster
Joel Freedman
Lenore and Paul Friend
Leo and Nancy Garrison
Dale and Mary Gysel
Barbara Hackel
David and Nadia Harvieux
Donna and Shawn Hayes
Patricia Heckman
Sheree Hooper 
David and Suzanne Howland
Perry and Linda Jacobstein
Johnson-Kennedy Funeral Home Inc
Janet Kerr
Philip and Beverly Kuhn
Eugene and Cathy Laneri
Barbara McPhail
Kathie Meredith
John and Susan Michalko
Ellen Howe Milko
Mary Miller
Dennis and Catherine Moore
Peter and Louise Mulvaney
Muriel and Charles Nado
Lisa Nehring
Alyssa and Matt Palmer
Jason Panzarella
PEO Chapter Canandaigua
John and Jean Poppoon
Lee Robertson 
Roger Root
Alfred Saucke
Scott and Erin Schauman
Mary Schenk
Alice-Ann Schuster
Michelle Selkirk
Alan and Martha Shepardson
Deborah Skivington
Maura Snyder
Sonnenberg Garden Club
St John's Episcopal Church
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Making a difference—in their own words.
Behind every act of giving is a story—personal, powerful, and deeply human. Here, in their own words,
donors share what inspires them to support our mission and invest in Wood Library.

Linda and Barry Jones

Linda and Barry Jones were among the very first members of The Book Circle—a dedicated group of library
lovers who give monthly to sustain Wood Library’s services and programs. When we asked what inspires
their support, Linda shared this heartfelt (and humorous) message:

“'Us' is really just me, because Barry has a library phobia. We trace it back about sixty years, to when I
insisted we study in the college library! He’s come a long way, though—he’ll now go into the library to pick
up a hold for me, and he’s quite skilled at returning books via the outdoor drop box. Ergo, men can be
trained!”

Linda’s love of reading started young—and with a little attic magic.

“My love of reading began when I was twelve and discovered three old books in our attic. My parents were
teachers, so books were always around, but these three—treasures from my mother’s childhood—were
something special. It felt like finding gold in the attic! The titles? Freckles, A Girl of the Limberlost, and Elsie
Dinsmore. I still reread Freckles from time to time. I cried and cried over those stories—and absolutely loved
them.”

Even today, books remain a vital part of Linda’s joy and comfort.

“So now, some 75 years later, whenever I’m feeling a little low, my husband knows there are three surefire
fixes: chocolate, a trip to the quilt store, and a visit to Wood Library!”



Sue and Keith Turner

As longtime library patrons, donors, and former educators, 
Sue and Keith Turner understand the power of literacy to 
unlock opportunity. That’s why supporting Wood Library 
feels so meaningful to them. 

“We love seeing children leave the library with arms full of 
books—that’s how our own love of reading began. If a child 
can read, they can learn anything, and Wood Library makes 
that possible for every child in our community.

For the Turners, Wood Library is so much more than books. 
“It’s a lifeline—especially for those who don’t have access to
technology or other services at home. From public Wi-Fi, computers, 
and copiers, to large-print books, audiobooks, tech help sessions, and even 
wellness classes like yoga and tai chi—the library is there for people in our community.

It’s easy to take these resources for granted, but we don’t. We’re proud to support a place that lifts up our
whole community.”

You can make a difference for Wood Library too.

Join neighbors—like Linda and Barry, and Sue and Keith—in supporting Wood Library. Your gifts ensure
that everyone in our community has access to learning, connection, and opportunity.

Friends of Wood Library are super supporters.
Super advocates.  Super cheerleaders.  Super supporters!  That’s how we like to define the Friends of
Wood Library.

Friends memberships collectively fund things that are outside of the library budget but are necessary to
a thriving community library.  In 2024, these included summer reading prizes, summer reading t-shirts,
advocacy, a music series, special events, the movie license, and the reading garden.

The Friends of Wood Library is a vital network of people who make Wood Library 
a special place in our community.  We appreciate those who remain committed 
to The Friends year after year. 



Honor and Memorial Gifts 2024

In memory of JoAnn Kimble (Crouse) Stack
  Centerpointe Country Club
  Marcia and David Gann     
  Marcus Whitman Teachers’ Association

In memory of Barb Stahl
  First Congregational Church of Canandaigua

In memory of Florence Trumbull
  Gary and Chris Henehan

In memory of Matthew Trumball
  Gary and Chris Henehan               

In memory of Laurel Wemett           
  Marie Bindeman     
  Michael and Mary Bowman           
  Kathleen Brewer     
  Carla DeMeco        
  John and JoAnn DeMott     
  Karen and Bob Engle          
  Edith Gansz 
  Cathy and Frank Hughto-Delzer    
  Michael and Susan Muscolino        
  Ontario County Arts Council          
  Order of the Silver Trefoil Chapter #33 Girl 
  Scouts of Western New York          
  Adrienne Pettinelli  
  Alice-Ann Schuster
           
In memory of Jewel Wink
  Jim and Cheryl Bellinger    
  FLCC Faculty Alliance       
  Stuart and Betsy Gillim       
  Linda McIlveen       
  Suzanne Winslow   

In memory of Donna Wolf
  Marie Fischette       

In memory of Joyce Wolfanger-Seigfred
  Douglas Hargrave   
  Cheryl Harter and Pamela Courtney          
  Tom and Cindy Schubmehl 

In honor of Wood Library Employees
  Victoria Peltier        
                    

In memory of Janet Anderson
  Maureen Farley, Donald Berens and Family
  Amer Hassan and Sara Sheperd
  Microsoft Inc
  Karon Morgan         
  John Ross    
  Bruce and Pamela Smith    
  Carl-Erik Sundberg 
  Janet Wild   
  John and Linda Zappia
           
In memory of Dona Beaney
  Larry and Debora Bilodeau 

In memory of Roy Beaney
  Larry and Debora Bilodeau 

In memory of Wilhelmine Bilodeau
  Larry and Debora Bilodeau 

In memory of Dr Brendan Brady
  Drinda Lofton         

In Memory of Betty Comella 
  The Centerfield Homemakers         

In memory of Randy M Dutton
  Larry and Debora Bilodeau 

In memory of Doris Ellenbogen
  Ferris Hills Book Club        

In memory of Anne C Endler
  Lisa Cifrese 
  Barbara Lawyer      
  Jennifer Marks        
  Claire Sherman       
  Mr and Mrs Wendl Thomis 

In honor of Mary Ferris
  Bob and Dee Ellwood
  Peter and Louise Mulvaney
  Michael and Rhonda Nyerges
  John and Pam Thompson       

In memory of Stephen D Hamlin
  Sarah Hamlin and Curt Hill

In memory of Stephen W Hemming
  Janda Hemming
           
In memory of Noma Kent
  William and Margaret Clark           
  Ruth Dorrough        
  Dolores and Ken Fanton     
  Linda Favata           
  Susan Gray
  Lauren Liotta          
  Susan Onze 
  Susan Vitek 
  Suzanne Winslow
  Jean Wolf    

In memory of Gretchen Koch
  Adair Jensen 

In honor of Marek Kopacz
  Fors Marsh Group
           
In memory of Brendan C Lofton
  Drinda Lofton         

In memory of Thomas Marafioti
  Frederick and Barbara Bedet          
  Peter and Carol Bonenfant
  Vicki Bowden        
  Brian and Anna Dennis       
  Robert Hadsell and Nancy Nolan
  Kim and Doug Kearns        
  Thomas and Samantha LeGrett      
  Greg and Jean Mackay       
  Marlene Monaghan 
  Rosalie Polimeni     
  Richard Wells         

In memory of Sylvia Markowitz
  Robert and Jill Antonucci   

In honor of Harry Masseth  
  Cory and Jennifer Masseth 

In memory of Joyce Case Miller
  The Centerfield Homemakers

In memory of Kathanne Mitchell     
  Canandaigua Travelers Club

In memory of Jim and Fran Musolino
  Carol, Emma, Nancy and Fran                   

In memory of Dolores Placito
  Frederick and Barbara Bedet          
  Margaret Marafioti 

In memory of June Ranney  
  Larry and Debora Bilodeau 

In memory of Bill Rayburn
  Kathy Rayburn        

In memory of Margaret "Peg" Rayburn
  Kathy Rayburn
           
In memory of Margie Rice
  Dennis and Midge Fryer

In memory of Rosemary M Rowland
  Wood Library Sunshine Fund        

In memory of Mickey Sands
  Nancy Sands           

  

We wish to acknowledge these special gifts that were made in honor or in memory of friends and loved ones in 2024.  These
donations were used to purchase new books for the library’s collection.



Adventure backpacks
All  Are Welcome Book Kits
Ancestry.com
Art exhibits
Assistive l istening devices
Board Games
Book clubs
Children's playspaces
Computer and digital  l i teracy classes
Consumer Reports  online
Copier,  printer,  and fax services
Discount museum and park passes
Downloadable ebooks & audio-books, magazines, and movies
Drop-in tech help
EV charging station
Exam proctoring
Firesticks
Fishing poles
Job resource center
Large print books
Local history collection
Litt le Free Farm Stand
Lundy Garden
Mango Languages
Meeting rooms and study spaces
Memory kits
Notary public
Outdoor family games
Programs for children, teens, and adults
Public computers
Read with Pride book kits
Reference services
Research databases
Seed Library
Sensory Kits
StoryWalk at Baker Park
Summer reading clubs
3D printer
Tax forms
Tax prep assistance
Test preparation resources
Volunteer program
Wellness kits
WiFi
WiFi hotspots

Wood Library Services



LIBRARY STAFF
Jenny Goodemote, Executive Director
585.394.1381 ext 306, jgoodemote@owwl.org

Rachel Brill, Children's Services Librarian
585.394.1381 ext 304, rbrill@owwl.org

Alexis Lawrence, Adult Services Librarian
585.394.1381 ext 314, alawrence@owwl.org

Katie Smith, Teen Services Librarian
585.394.1381 ext 302, ksmith@owwl.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2025
Steve Gleason, President
Becca Patros, Vice President
Karen Joseph, Secretary
Tom Rogers, Treasurer
Stephanie Bull
Pam Ciranni
Michelle Ellwood
Jen Kelley
Leslie Mast
Kathy Shay
Nancy Stelnyk
Andy Thomas
Jennifer Yerden

FRIENDS OF WOOD LIBRARY 2025
Gail Herman, President
Laurie Riedman, Vice President
Kelly Rotter, Secretary
Peter Blackwood, Treasurer

134 North Main Street
Canandaigua, NY 14424
P: 585.394.1381
F: 585.394.2954
woodlibrary@owwl.org
www.woodlibrary.org
www.facebook.com/woodlibrary

VOTE TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025 
Proposition for Wood Library Funding on
Canandaigua City School District Ballot

What is Proposition #5? 
A proposition for Wood Library funding will appear
on the Canandaigua City School District ballot.  It
asks voters to authorize the School District to levy
and collect an annual tax for Wood Library in the
amount of $1,027,564 starting with the 2025-2026
tax bill.  If approved, the library property tax rate is
projected to be 28 cents per thousand dollars of
assessed property valuation. 
Depending on where you live, vote at Canandaigua
Elementary School Link Gym or the Cheshire Fire
Hall between the hours of 
7 am-9 pm.
Public Information Session: 
Thursday, May 15 
6 pm at Wood Library
For more information: https://woodlibrary.org/vote/
 


